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Civic body to promote home
immersion of Ganesh idols

Times NEws NETWORK

Pune: The Pune Municipal
Corporation would promo-
te home immersion of Ga-
napatiidols this year.

The civic administra-
tion would provide the ma-
terial required to dissolve
the idols made up of plaster
of Paris. Citizens can use it
and immerse the idols at
their home. The move aims
at spreading environment
awareness.

“The administration
will make available ammo-
nium bicarbonate for free
for the citizens. The idols
will get dissolved in 48 ho-
urs after putting them in
water mixed with this pow-
der,” said Suresh Jagtap,

the head of the Pune Muni-
cipal Corporation (PMC)’s
solid waste management
department.

He said the solution wo-
uld be available on first-co-
me, first served basis. Each
family will get 2kg of raw
material — enough to im-
merse the idol at home. The
citizens can approach the
ward offices near their ho-
mes to collect this material.

Accordingto PMC offici-
als, around 6 lakh idols are
immersed every year in the
city. Of them, around 51lakh
are made of plaster of Pa-
ris.

Scientists at the city-ba-
sed National Chemical La-
boratory (NCL) worked on
this environment-friendly

solution for household and
big Ganapati idols made of
plaster of Paris that are ta-
ken for immersion on
Anant Chaturdashi.

Theidol canbedissolved
by putting it into a bucket
withoutthenirmalya—sta-
le floral offerings. The gi-
venpowder should beadded
to the water filled in the
bucket. The solution has to
be stirred after every two to
three hours. Aftertheidolis
dissolved, the water can be
used for gardening.

“Themethod will helpin
reducing water pollution.
More and more citizens
should come forward for ta-
king the benefit of this ini-
tiative,” said mayor Pras-
hant Jagtap.




